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Nulla Sa/us Bello. Pacem te petimus o.ancs. 
Let now your immature Difention ceafe, 


Sit quict, and compofe your Souls to Peace. 
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2% ing on, according to my Promife, 
® with the Subject begun in my 29th 


Paper, viz. The Cafe between, 


: Dramatick Writers andthe Town. 

As nothing however wants Regu- 

x8 lation more, at this time, it will 

) ' not be unfeafonable to confider 
the Nature of this Cafe more at large. 

In my firft Paper on this Head, I form’d a Judg- 

ment of the Tafte of the Town, from the Encourage- 


ment given to the Pieces brought on the Stage, and I 


gave it againft the Poets, in Favour of the Town. How- 
éver juft the Opinion then given may have appear’d, I 
can’t help being a little afraid, that thre was fome Ra/fb- 
nefs in deciding {0 haftily, tho’, after all, one Excep- 
tion does not violate a General Rule. 

' Iw the Cafe before me, I can’t help thinking both 
Poet and Towz to ftand in need of prompting, in the 
Methods refpectively taken in bringing on and receive- 
ing Plays. | 

A Poet affembles his Friends, whom he dif- 
perfes thro’the Houfe,.to be ready with their Hands 
and Sticks, to fupport his Mufe, in cafe her Charms 
fhould prove infufficient. —’The Town, confcious of 
this Male-Practice, conceives Indignation at it; and 
looking upon it as forcing an Affent, whether merited 
or no, from thence becomes picqued againft the Poet, 
and his Work, which is heard, for that Reafon, wn- 
willingly and partially. 

Ir may be worth while enquiring, how this Prac- 
tice of the Poet came firft in Fafhion, and whether the 
Step is juftifiable, or whether it ought to be refented 
by the Town? 

Ir is an undoubted Truth, that fome of our beft 
relifh’d Playsnow, have mifcarried the very firft Night 
of their Reprefentation, either from a Diflike to the 
Poet, or Want of Tafte in the Audience; for every 
Age has its RuN of bad aswell as good Tatte, and 
oe liking and difliking. — Whether this may firft 

ve put Poets, who have failed in their good Pieces, 


upon applying to their Friends far Support, and whe- 


ther they are juftifiable in itor no, will appear from 
this Confideration, That, as in a full Audience, one can- 
not reckon above one Tenth Part true Judges, and as 
the other Nine Tenths cannot fo quickly and nicely 
judge of the mafterly Touches, either of Tragedy or 


“obferves, and, according as that Bi 


_Comedy, Poets think they have not always fair Play, 
and therefore have Recourfe to this Artifice. Ev'ry 
Body indeed, without being a Judge, can laugh and be 
er but there are things, comick in themfelves, the 


l 

ulgar will /p/it at, that a true Judge will heartily de~ 
Spife, while a delicate Touch of Comick Humour, will 

cape common Obfervation, becaufe it has none of 
the bruyant Charaéterifticks of Mirth, by which vul- 
gar Muicles are fo merrily diftorted. 

Ir remains then {till a Doubt, Whether Poets fir/? 
called in their Friends on fome ill Succefs of a good 
Performance, or to fupport a bad one. In the firft. 
Cafe they are excufeable, in the latter blameable an 
deferving of Refentment. But the Cafe has received 
fome Alteration now ; and what at firft may havebeen 
wrong and unjuftifiable, may, ‘from Circumftances, 
become neceflary. 

THE Town now being prepoffeffed, that this is 
the Method géiierally practifed by Poets, without en- 
ving whether they really do it or no, cabal in their 

urn, againft them, and detatch Parties againft Par+ 
ties. The Confequence of this is, the Houfe is fill’d 
with Uproar, and the Play not beard as it ought to be. 
The Poet*s Friends are determin’d bo leneere every 
thing, and the Town to /parenone. The indiffererit 
Spectator, who comes neither as Friend nor Foe, is 
pn Fea of his Entertainment, unlefs he efpoufes 
one Party or other, which very often he is obliged to 
do in his own Defence. Befides, the prevailing Hu- 
mour of a Company, it is very well known, often 
communicates itfelf to a Stranger on his firft Entrance. 
Thus an unbiafs’d Perfon, on coming into a a $, 
is Very apt to reccive one from the ae urn he 

s happens to be, 
it fares well or ill with the Poet. 

THE Poet’s Plea for this Behaviour, is, That the 
Town puts him under a Neceffity of bringing in his 
Auxiliaries, to fupport his Performance againft their 
Cabals; that it is well known, a firft Night is crowded 
not with the moft favourable kind of Auditors ; and 
that in the very beft Play there are Faults, which, pro- 
fecuted with the Severity of a firft Night Audience, 
would hazard greatly its Succefs. : 

THE Town, on the other fide, expects a nume- 
rous Appearance of Author’s Friends, and of Courfe a 
partial Hearing. --- This is look’d upon as invading their 
Prerogative of Judging, and taking the Merits a _ 

ay 








y from them ; theyare defirous of being Judges of 
a bat which a for them; and oo abs 
— naturally to receive its Rez or Fall from 
then.-—_—— : . - = 

TH1s mutual Sufpicin beeweén the Podge ard the 
Town, isthe only Point that divides 3 for it is 
tke Intereft of the Poet to love the Town, becaufe 
they reward his Labours both with Lucre and Re- 
putation; and of the Town to love the Poet, becaufe 

furnifhes them with Entertainments. They ought 
to be a mutual Support to each other, and would be, 
but for this Adifi anding. 

T#HE Point is, how to remove it.—- The Poet 
perhaps expects too much Indulgence for his Faults ; 
and the Town, too much Perfedtionin his Work, —~ 
The Poet is naturally fond of his Off-{pring, and blind 
to its Defects; the Town values it only for its real 
Worth. — The Poet does not care ro truft it to the 
Mercy of thofe who have no natural Tie to love it, 
and the Town will receive it on no other Condition. 

Ir might not therefore be i ck to form a fort 
of an amicable Treaty between the Town and Poet, 
whofe natural Interefts, as I have obferved before, 
meet in the fame Centre. Some of the Articles might 
tun to the following Effect : 


I Timothy Tagrbyme, Poet, in behalf of myfelf and 
others, do, by this Article, covenant and agree, to 
throw my Play upon the Judgment of the Town, not 
doubting but their Tafte will diftinguifh what is good 
in it, and in favour of that, be indulgent to what may 
be defective. 


W « theReprefentatives of the Town, Beaux, Belles, 
Criticks, Templers, @c. 1 by this Article, covenant 
agree, to receive Mr. Tagrhyme’s new Play, 
tse we gg and a Defire of being pleafed with i 
provided the Faults are not exceeding numerous, an 
the Beauties exceeding few.— : 


I Timothy Tagrbyme abovelaid, declare, I will make 
no Party to fupport my Play—= 


We, ec. will not cabal againit it— 


WHeEREAS Nature dught to ‘bé the Original the 
Poet fhould ever have in his Eye, ‘and as in the Pro- 
ductions of Nature there is an inexhauftible Variety of 

ters, 1 Tim, Tagrbyme, convinc’d of this great 


‘ruth, declare, that I will draw all my Characters. 


from this univerfal Magazine, and preferve them PURE 
as they came from thence, hereby authorizing Criticks 
and Templers, only to judge when I deviate from 
Nature, and FALsiFy a Character for the of a 
ke. Beaux and Belles to be Judges only. of the Fol- 
esand Vices of  Rotice Life, Nature being quite out 
of the Courfe of théir Obfervation. 


We Criticks and'Templers fubfcribe voluntarily to 
this and promife to ftudy Nature, more than 
we have hitherto done, in order to render: ourfelves 


Eompetent Judges of it. 


a we ror — 


W e Beaux and Belles agree, to confine our Judg- 
thents to what relates to polite Life; provided Poets 
will not entirely forfake iis, to follow ature ; for as 
we afe avery oonfiderable Body, and form the larger 
Part of an Audiericé, it is fitting a proportionable 


‘Share of Entertaifiment fhould be provided for us. 


WHeREAs it is ftipulated by the preceding Ar- 
ticle, that Poets fhall follow Nature, We the Re- 
prefentatives of the Town promife to make Nature 
the Standard of publick Tafte, that Poets, who thal} 
think fit to obferve the abovefaid Article, fhall not 
be thought Innovators, but be received with due 
Applauie. 


Wuereas it is univerfally agreed, that Enter. 
tainmenits are the Deftruétion of good Plays, | 
Tim, Tagrbyme, in behalf of myfelf and others, co- 
venant and agree, never to write a Line (let me 
be ever fo dependant on a ao for the fe- 
rious Part of any fiich monftrous Production whar- 
foever, on pain of being damned the firft Night of 
my next Comedy. 


bg ge ape nin yin ro have 
nothing in contradictory to it is 
hereby ftipulated, that Poets, whole Pen will 
not reach Tragedy, or Comedy, fhall. be employe 
they neither exceed the Bo 


this way, provi | : 
of Probability, nor Decency, but retrain themfelves 


to Low Humour and Inoffenfive Mirth. “ 
WHEREAS Tragedy, which, next to Epick Poe 


try, is{the fineft Production of the Mufe, is quite 
out of Fafhion, and laid afide, Encowragement thal 
be given to any Poet that fhall attempt to revive 
it, provided he avoids oie and Bombaff, and does 
not make Love the fole Diftrefs of his Play, bur 
fhall interweave fome of the nobler Sentiments of 


the human Mind with that Paffion. 


 Wuereas C. B, F--r—o is one great Obftacle 
to the frequenting of Plays, and that Poets unaiii- 
moufly complain. of him, We Beaux, Belles, Cri- 
ticks, Templers, @c. do hereby covenant, promile 
and ee, never to go to hear him on a Poet's 
Night, tho’ it be a New Opera, and better than 
any yet compofed. 


I. Tim. Tagrhyme, thoroughly fenfible of this great 
Sacrifice made in my Favour, do promife lietce- 
forward to look at him without putting my/elf ina 
Paffion, and not to direct my Satire again{t him in 
my next new Play, which I intend te call, The Fok 


ties of the Polite. 


OrxHeER Articles eye be thought of, on. any 
furure Emergency: An Union thus eftablifhed be- 
tween the Poet and the Town, and a proper Re: 
ion of Theatrical Matters once come into, fhe 
e may again revive, to the general Edification 
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